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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



December, 



2. We would ask the pastors and members of our 
churches to watch closely the action of the Congress of 
the United States, and whenever measures are intro- 
duced looking toward international good- will, or vice 
versa, that they would write personal letters to the Sen- 
ators and Congressmen from their State and district, 
urging that they vote from the Christian point of view. 
Such letters have great weight. 

3. We believe that the time has come when civiliza- 
tion must make choice between two ways for the future: 
the way of statesmanship or the way of battleship, the 
old way of settling disputes by force or the new way of 
settling them by justice. So far we have lived by the 
old way almost exclusively. There are many who are 
now clamoring that we persist forever in that way. 
"Arm," they say, for there is no other way. In our 
time a great throng of noble men, prophets, statesmen, 
teachers, poets, yes, business men and men of all call- 
ings, have seen the vision of the new way — the way of 
the Lord, the way of brotherhood, justice, and good-will. 
They are demanding that we choose international tri- 
bunals, arbitration treaties, and such judicial methods 
as Christian men practice among themselves. The 
choice must be made soon and once for all, or mili- 
tarism will gain the day. We call upon the Christian 
men and women of the nation to rise at this time and 
demand that all nations learn again the first principles 
of the teachings of Jesus Christ, that membership in his 
kingdom should so bind them together in mutual love 
and mutual antagonism to the common foes of God and 
man that the thought of engaging with each other in 
deadly combat shall become abhorrent and impossible 
forever. 



A Joint Anglo-German Manifesto in 
Favor of Peace. 

The following manifesto, as reported by The Arbi- 
trator, has been signed by the 110 Social Democratic 
members of the German Eeichstag and 41 Labor mem- 
bers of the House of Commons : 

The Parliaments of both Germany and England have 
again decided to grant the naval demands of their gov- 
ernments and enormously increase the burden of arma- 
ments. The representatives of the working classes of 
both countries — >the members of the Social Democratic 
party in Germany and the Labor party in England — 
have fought against this increase and voted against it. 
But they are not strong enough in their Parliaments to 
prevent the acceptance of the military and naval 
budgets. Consequently the competition in armaments 
continues its fateful and fatal course, putting on the 
shoulders of the people at a time of a general rise in 
prices for all commodities a new and heavy burden and 
at the same time aggravating the danger of a dreadful 
war. 

The workmen of Germany do not entertain any hos- 
tile feelings for England, nor do English workmen for 
Germany. Most determinedly they stand against all 
those who incite to war in both countries. They do 
not demand an increase in the capitalistic competition 
in armaments, but its abolition; not an incitement to 
war, but a mutual understanding between both nations. 

A war between England and Germany would lead to 



such a catastrophe as history has never yet seen. All 
those who cause such a danger commit an infamous 
crime on humanity. The possibility of preventing this 
catastrophe lies in the hands of the working classes of 
both our countries. We, as representatives of the or- 
ganized, class-conscious workmen in both countries, 
therefore urge the whole body of workmen both in Ger- 
many and Great Britain to join our organizations to 
prevent civilization and culture being pulled down into 
the abyss and numberless human lives annihilated. 

Workmen of England and Germany! Wherever you 
meet you must always remember that you have an his- 
torical part to play and the general welfare of the na- 
tions to advance. Agitate and organize for the mutual 
understanding of peoples and for peace. 



Peace Bureau's Appeal to the Powers. 

The International Peace Bureau at Berne, Switzer- 
land, issued on the 25th of October the following ap- 
peal to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the different 
countries : 

Me. Minister : We had supposed that the efforts of 
the world's diplomacy would be sufficiently powerful 
to impose upon the states interested a pacific solution 
of the age-long conflict which at the present moment 
is drenching with blood the Balkan Peninsula, and we 
were waiting for the hour at which we should be able to 
felicitate the governments on the attitude taken and 
the success secured by them. 

Once more the peoples are witnessing the lamentable 
spectacle of powers armed to the teeth, at the price of 
yearly sacrifices which exceed twelve billions of francs, 
incapable of maintaining peace in the world, at the 
same time that Emperors, Kings, and Ministers never 
cease to repeat that these monstrous sacrifices are neces- 
sary in order to assure the maintenance of peace. Is 
your government, whose international relations have 
been entrusted to you, going to continue, by criminal 
inaction, to assume the heavy responsibility falling upon 
it in the war which is going on at the present time ? Is 
it going to assume the terrible responsibility of the 
catastrophe with which we are menaced, and which, if 
it should come, would be the suicide of Europe? 

We shall receive the answer that diplomacy is active ; 
that notes are being exchanged while people are killing 
each other. When men fight in the street it is not 
customary for the authorities who are charged with 
preserving the public peace to write letters and delib- 
erate. They begin by putting an end to the fight. 
That is what we ask you to do in the Orient. 

The masses of the people who desire to live in peace 
are expecting from the governments an energtic atti- 
tude. They invite these governments to act without 
delay and without weakness. We join our voice to 
theirs. It must not be allowed to be said that the 
powers intervene only when it is a question of defend- 
ing the interests of holders of bonds and the combina- 
tions of certain men of affairs and of rapacious poli- 
ticians. It is useless to offer them that. What the 
peoples ask for in a limited form now they will de- 
mand tomorrow. Already the popular will has been 
strengthened by recent events. Interpolations will be 



